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Becher  Mayor. 


Martis  xiiij.  die  Mai]  1728.  Annoqy 
Regni  Regis  Georg  11  fecundi. 


Magna  Britannia:,  &*c.  primo. 

T  is  order’d,  That  the  Thanks  of  this 


JL  Court  be  given  to  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Wa  tson,  for  his  Sermon  preached 
before  this  Court,  and  the  Governors  of 
the  feveral  Hofpitals  of  this  City,  at  the 
Parifh-Church  of  St  Bridget ,  on  Wednef- 
day  in  Rafter -Week  laft,  and  that  he  be 
deiired  to  print  the  fame. 


Jacks  o  n,. 


Luke  VI.  35. 

Do  goody  and  lend ,  hoping  for  nothing  again  ; 
and  great  flail  be  jour  reward. 


UR  Saviour  is  here  inftru£Bng  his  difci- 
ples  in  the  nature  of  that  divine  grace  of 
charity,  which  was  to  be  the  peculiar  ex¬ 
cellency  of  his  religion  ;  and  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  whereof,  its  profeffors  were  to  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves  both  to  their  own  and 
their  matter’s  honour. 

And  he  doth  this  in  fo  high  a  ftrain,  with  refpefifc 
both  to  a£ts  of  forgivenefs  and  a£ts  of  beneficence,  as 
neither  the  practices,  nor  fcarce  the  fpeculations  of  men 
had  yet  arriv’d  at. 

Hitherto  it  had  been  thought  fufficient,  even  by 
the  moft  rigid  interpreters,  as  well  as  the  moft  pun£tual 
obfervers  of  the  law,  to  love  our  friends  ;  and,  except¬ 
ing  the  few  cafes  which  were  there  ex  fire  fly  order’d  other- 
wife,  to  do  good  only  to  them  that  had  done  good  to  us, 
or  from  whom  we  might  reafonably  ex  peel  it. 

A  2 


But 


4 


A  Spit  tal  Sermon, 


But  our  Lord  here  feverely  reproves  this  conduct,  as 
an  argument  of  a  narrow,  felfifh,  and  degenerate  fpirit ; 
and  (hews  it  to  be  fo  far  from  entitling  us  to  the  favour 
of  God,  (the  end  always; fuppofed  to  be  aim’d  at  in  the 
exercife  of  charity)  that  it  gives  us  no  better  a  pretence 
to  it,  than  the  greateft  finners  themfelves  have :  thofe  I 
mean  who  are  remarkable  for  their  want  of  charity  and 
good  nature. 

Bor  when  our  Saviour  faith,  as  he  doth  here  in  this 
chapter,  If  ye  love  them  which  love  you_,  what  thank 
have  ye  ?  for  finners  alfo  love  thofe  that  love  them .  If 
ye  do  good  to  them  which  do  good  to  you ^  what  thank  have 
ye  ?  for  finners  alfo  do  even  the  fame .  And  if  ye  lend 
to  them  of  whom  ye  hope  to  receive  j  what  thank  have  y  el 
for  finners  alfo  lend  to  finners  to  receive  as  much  again .  I 
fay,  when  our  Saviour  fays  this,  he  means  by  finners  fuch 
more  efpecially  as  are  noted  for  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts a 
and  the  mercinarinefs  of  their  tempers  >  as  you  may  fee 
by  the  *  parallel  place  in  St.  Matthew j  where,  inftead  of 
finners j  it  is  faid,  do  not  even  the  publicans  the  fame  ?  a 
let  of  men  that  were  detefted  for  their  rigorous  and  un¬ 
merciful  practices. 

And  indeed,  what  fhould  hinder  the  moft  felfifh  and 
ill-natured  wretches  from  praftifing  charity  at  this  rate  ? 
To  be  ready  to  do  good  offices  to  fuch  as  have  it  in  their 
power  to  requite  us,  is  fo  far  from  laying  any  reft  rain  t 
upon  our  covetoufnefs,  that  it  is  oftentimes  one  of  its 
principal  arts.  Neither  does  it  put  any  man  to  the  trial 
of  his  good  nature,  or  interfere  in  the  leaft  with  any  re¬ 
vengeful  difpofition  he  may  have,  to  live  peaceably  with 
.fuch  as  have  never  offended  him. 

It 


*  Mat.  v.  4(5'. 


Preach’d  at  St.  B  r  i  d  e’s;  1728.  5 

-  #■  * 

1  l  ^  v  ^  A  4.  ♦  V  -J  ’  ' 

It  was  high  time  therefore  for  our  Lord  tocorrefl  the 
manners  of  men  in  thefe  cafes,  and  to  teach  his  difciples 
to  aft  in  them  upon  higher  and  more  generous  princi¬ 
ples  ;  unlefs  he  had  intended  to  licenfe  the  practice  of  re¬ 
venge,  and  could  have  been  contented  to  have  feen  mer¬ 
cy  and  good  nature  banifh’d  out  of  the  world,  and  hu¬ 
mane  converfation  put  folely  on  the  foot  of  fordid  ava¬ 
rice  and  bafe  defign. 

And  yet  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  our  nature, 
and  the  lprings  of  aftion  in  it,  to  offer  at  exciting  us  to 
any  praftices,  without  alluring  us  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  iffues  of  them  fhoukl  terminate  in  our  own  inte- 
reft.  Wherefore,  when  he  bids  us  do  goodj  and  lend ' , 
hoping  for  nothing  again >  left  we  fhould  miftake  him  to 
be  teaching  an  imprafticable  doftrine,  he  immediately 
fubjoins,  and  your  reward  Jball  be  great .  By  which  ’tis 
plain  he  does  not  intend  that  men  fhould  entertain  no 
hopes  from  their  good  deeds ;  but  only  not  fuch  hopes, 
as  he  had  obferved  them  commonly  to  aft  upon  ;  he 
doth  not  command  them  to  lay  afide  all  views  in  thefe 
cafes,  but  only  changes  their  objeft,  as  if  he  had  faid, 
do  good,  and  lend,  not  looking  for  your  recompenfb,  as 
is  too  often  done,  from  the  hands  of  men,  and  in  this 
life  only,  but  from  the  hand  of  God,  and  principally  in 
that  life  which  is  to  come ;  agreeable  to  his  words  in 
another  place,  where  he  fays,  Thefe  cannot  recompenfe 
thee but  thou  J halt  be  recompenfed  at  the  refurre Elion 
of  the  juft. 

The  Obfervations  I  fhall  at  prefent  make  upon  the 
words  are  only  thefe  two.  Firft,  that  it  is  lawful  for 
chriftians  to  do  good  in  hope  of  a  reward.  Secondly, 

that 
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that  the  hope  of  a  reward  from  God  is  the  only  proper 
and  fufficient  motive  thereto. 

First  then,  I  obferve,  that  it  is  lawful  for  chrifti- 
ans  to  do  good  in  hope  of  a  reward. 

When  one  confiders  how  often  we  are  invited  to 
good  works,  and  indeed  to  all  manner  of  duty,  in  fcrip- 
tore,  with  this  very  motive  :  when  one  confiders  too 
that  we  are  there  not  only  invited  to  obedience  by  it, 
but  in  many  places  exprefly  commanded  and  required  in 
the  way  thereof  to  have  regard  unto  it,  and  to  feek  it 
before  all  things,  as  a  proper  teft  of  that  faith  which 
overcometh  the  world,  and  qualifies  us  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  God’s  favour  :  when  we  confider  again,  that  in 
virtue  of  this  motive,  all  the  moft  eminent  faints  we 
read  of,  as  well  fince  as  before  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
ferved  God  both  actively  and  paffively,  nay,  that  our 
Saviour  himfelf  as  man  in  his  fin  left,  perfect  and  me¬ 
ritorious  obedience  had  refpeO:  unto  the  recompenfe 
of  reward,  for  it  is  faid  of  him,  that  for  the  joy  that 
was  fet  before  him >  he  endured  the  crofsj  defpijing  the 
jhame ^  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right-hand  of  the  throne 
of  God :  when  we  confider  laftly  the  frame  of  our  own 
nature,  how  impoifible  it  is  for  us  to  ceafe  loving  our- 
felves  ;  and  if  it  were  poffible,  yet  how  contrary  it 
would  be  to  God’s  defign  in  creating  us,  which  was  to 
do  us  good  ;  and  that  this  is  the  very  ground  and  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  the  fervice  he  expefts  from  us :  when  we 
confider  thefe  things,  I  fay,  it  is  ftirprizing  that  it  fhould 
ever  come  into  the  head  of  any  chriftian,  efpecially  of 
fuch  as  call  themfelves  chriftian  divines,  to  call  in  quefti- 
on  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  we  have  fo  juftly  made. 
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And  yet  it  cannot  be  deny’d,  that  this  hath  been 
done.  We  have  been  taught  by  fome  fublime  rather 
than  folid  doCtors,  that  to  ferve  God  in  hope  of  a  re¬ 
ward,  tho’  it  be  the  heavenly  reward,  is  a  mercenary 
and  fervile,  and  confequently  not  that  true,  filial  and 
loving  obedience  to  which  we  are  called  by  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift.^  And  by  this  means  chriftianity  hath  been  re~ 
prefented  to  the  world  as  a  romantick  and  impracticable 
religion,  under  the  pretence  of  doing  greater  honour  to 
its  authoiv 

The  miftake  feems  to  lie  in  confidering  the  happinefs 
of  man  as  a  thing  feparate  from,  and  independent  on  the 
glory  of  God  ;  whereas  thefe  two  things  are  fo  united* 
that  the  only  way  man  hath  to  his  own  happinefs  is  to  en¬ 
deavour  after  it  by  fuch  meafures  as  tend  to  God’s  glory. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  that  the  fcriptures  require  us 
to  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  out  of  love  to  him  ; 
and  hence  it  hath  been  argued,  that  we  cannot  ferve 
him,  as  we  ought  to  do,  if  at  the  fame  time  we  have 
any  regard  to  ourfelves ;  whereas  it  is  impoffible  for  us 
to  fhew  our  regard  to  ourfelves  more,  than  by  fuch  a£ti~ 
ons  as  do  at  the  fame  time  honour  him  :  nay  we  cannot 
poffibly  befriend  ourfelves  by  any  other ;  and  thofe 
which  do  honour  him  moft,  are  the  very  fame  that  ferve 
our  own  intereft  beft.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  man 
could  be  fo  unnatural  as  defignediy  to  feek  his  own  hurt ; 
in  order  hereto  it  would  be  neceffary  for  him  to  fall  into 
fome  fuch  ways  as  do  manifeftly  oppofe  the  divine  glory. 

This  holds  true,  generally  fpeaking,  with  refpefl:  to* 
our  interefts  even  in  this  life.  If  a  man  for  inftance 
hath  a  mind  to  eftablifh  a  good  reputation,  and  make 

himfejf 
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himfelf  beloved  and  efteem’d  among  men,  he  cannot  take 
a  furef  way  to  this,  than  to  exercife  himfelf  in  the  prac- 
tife  of  thofe  virtues  which  refleffc  honour  upon  his 
maker.  And  if  you  could  fuppofe  him  fo  abandon’d  as 
wilfully  to  affe£b  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  mankind, 
his  way  to  this  likewife  would  be,  to  give  himfelf  up 
to  fuch  practices,  as  tend  to  the  difgrace  of  his  own  na¬ 
ture,  and  by  confequence  to  the  eclipfing  of  his  glo¬ 
ry  from  whom  he  derives  it.  The  Obfervation  is  equal¬ 
ly  true  of  every  other  inftance,  wherein  the  felicity  of 
this  prefent  life  is  concern’d  :  and  much  more  is  it.  fo, 
if  we  extend  it  to  the  happinefs  of  the  future  ftate. 

Fox  to  defire  and  feek  after  this,  what  is  it  but  to 
defire  and  feek  after  a  more  intimate  union  and  com¬ 
munion  with  God  ?  And  furely  we  can’t  give  a  better  proof 
that  we  do  honour  and  glorify  him,  than  when  our  conduft 
file ws  that  we  place  our  utmoft  ambition  in  the  enjoyment 
of  him.  The  Scriptures  therefore  mean  one  and  the  fame 
thing,  whether  they  propound  to  us,  the  glory  of  God, 
or  the  love  of  God,  or  the  ineftimable  rewards  of  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  as  the  end  and  motive  of  our  obe¬ 
dience  J.  nor  can  we  pofiibly  feparate  our  defire  of  thefe 
rewards  in  the  Scripture  fenfe  of  them,  either  from  the 
love  of  God,  or  a  defire  to  glorify  him,  fo  as  to  make 
thefe  a  good,  and  the  other  a  bad  motive  to  obedi¬ 
ence,  without  concluding  that  the  holy  Scriptures  are 
inconfiftent  with  themfelves  :  without  accufing  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  infincerity  and  deceitfulnefs  in  its  propofals  : 
without  arraigning  and  condemning  the  piety  of  all 
thofe  holy  men  whole  example  he  has  recorded  for 
our  imitation  and  inftru£tion,  not  excepting  Jelus  Chrift 
himfelf :  and  to  fay  no  more,  without  making  it  abfo- 
lutely  impoffible  for  mortal  man,  confiituted,  circum- 
ftanc’d  and  influenced  as  he  is,  to  do  the  works  that  are 
2  necelfary 
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neceflary  to  his  falvation.  For  we  may  appeal  to  the 
conferences  of  the  moft  perfect  chriftians,  whether  all 
our  preaching  would  not  be  in  vain,  if  it  did  not  appear 
that  to  be  dutiful  was  the  way  to  be  happy,  or,  as  the 
apoftle  argues,  whether  it  be  not  neceflary  for  fuch  as 
come  unto  God,  not  only  to  believe  that  he  is,  but  alfo 
that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  feek  him. 
And  if  it  be  fo  neceflary  to  the  doing  of  our  duty,  to 
believe  that  God  will  reward  us,  furely  it  can  never  be 
finful  in  us  to  dejire  and  hope  for  it. 

Indeed,  Were  it  poflible  for  man  to  perform 
any  part  of  his  duty,  without  all  regard  to  himfelf, 
it  muft  be  that  which  relates  to  the  exercife  of 
charity  and  beneficence  ;  becaufe  this  confifts  in  fup- 
plying  the  wants  of  others  out  of  our  fullnefs,  and 
for  that  reafbn  looks  like  expending  our  own  hap- 
pinefs  upon  them.  Yet  for  all  that  the  love  of  our¬ 
felves  always  does,  and  always  will  accompany  us, 
even  here.  For  we  are  doing  that  which,  all  cir- 
cumftances  confider’d,  we  judge  to  be  beft  for  us; 
we  are  giving  ourfelves  a  pleafure,  or  at  leaf!:  eafing 
ourfelves  of  a  pain ;  we  are  purchafing  a  good  name, 
or  infuring  God’s  blefling,  or  warding  off  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  confcience:  Something  or  other  we  are 
aiming  at,  which  we  think  makes  for  our  benefit 
more  than  that,  which  we  part  with,  takes  from  it; 
altho’  we  feem  at  the  fame  time  not  only  to  others, 
but  even  to  ourfelves  alfo,  wholly  to  overlook  it. 
In  fhort  we  cannot  avoid  loving  ourfelves,  and  leek- 
ing  our  own  intereft,  either  well  or  ill  judged  of, 
in  every  thing  we  do.  It  is  a  paflion  that  clings 
as  clofe  to  us  as  our  very  being,  and  cannot  ceafe 
but  with  it.  Shall  that  then  be  a  fin  in  us,  without 
which  we  cannot  exift  ?  Shall  we  be  bound  to  do 
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good  to  others,  to  which  we  have  no  natural  ne- 
ceffity,  and  yet  while  we  are  doing  it,  not  allowed 
to  defire  that  it  may  turn  alfo  to  our  own  good,, 
which  no  man  can  poffibly  forbear?  Away  with  all 
fuch  conceits.  They  proceed  from  nothing  but  the 
vanity  of  fpiritual  pride,  and  can  tend  to  nothing, 
but  the  encouragement  of  hypocrify,  as  they  take 
away  the  foundation  of  all  real  religion,. 

There  is  great  care  however  to  be  had  here,  in 
the  choice  of  the  good  we  propofe  to  ourfelves. 
For  tho’  we  cannot,  neither  is  it  expe&ed  we  fhould, 
do  good  to  other  men,  but  in  hopes  thereby,  one 
way  or  other,  to  better  our  own  condition ;  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  have  what  views  of  that 
kind  we  pleafe,  neither  will  every  view  which  we 
may  poffibly  have  of  that  kind  anfwer  our  purpofe  ; 
for  it  is  the  hope  of  a  reward  from  God  that  is, 
the  only  proper  and  fufficient  motive  in  thefe  cafes. 

This  was  my  fecond  obfervation,  and  the  truth, 
of  it  will  eafily  appear,  after  I  have  acquainted  you, 
that  by  a  reward  from  God,  I  don’t  mean  the  fe¬ 
licity  of  the  future  date  only  :  I  mean  that  princi¬ 
pally  indeed,  becaufe  it  is  principally  propofed,  and 
bell:  deferves  our  regard*  but  I  mean  the  good’ 
things  of  this  life  alfo,  in  proportion  to  their  value, 
with  thofe  reftriftions,  and  in  that  fubordinaticn  in 
which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  propofe  them.  The. 
expectation  of  a  reward  from  God,  taken  in  this 
fenfe  and  latitude,  I  fay,  is  the  only  proper  and 
fufficient  motive  to  good  works.  And,  Firflj  It  is 
the.  only  proper  motive  to  them.  . 
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W  e  call  the  giving  of  alms  and  fuch  like  deeds 
good  works,  not  fo  much  for  the  fubjefl:  matter  of 
them,  tho’  that  is  always  fomething  beneficial,  as 
from  the  good  and  charitable  principle  from  which 
they  are  fuppofed  to  proceed.  For  take  away  this, 
and  they  change  their  nature,  and  become  criminal. 
Nothing  therefore  can  be  a  proper  motive  to  them, 
but  what  is  confiftent  with  charity,  and  yet  it  is  fo 
far  from  being  confiftent  with  charity,  that  it  is  a 
great  abufe  thereof,  if  we  propofe  any  thing  to  our- 
felves,  but  the  favour  of  God,  when  we  do  good 
to  men  ;  for  if  we  give  with  fo  mean  a  defign,  and 
fo  ignoble  hopes,  as  to  receive  any  thing  in  ex¬ 
change  beneath  this,  we  are  as  one  ingenioufiy  ex- 
preffes  it,  66  no  longer  a£Hng  the  chriftian,  but  the 
“  merchant,  not  exercifing  a  religion,  but  driving 
“  a  trade;  and  that  of  all  trades  the  moft  fordid 
u  and  bafe,  as  it  is  not  to  be  carried  on  without 
a  diflimulation  and  deceit :  for  he  that  deals  in  this 
“  paltry  traffick,  while  he  pretends  to  nothing,  but 
“  free  love  and  generous  friendfhip,  hides  a  hook 
“  in  all  the  gifts  he  beftows,  and  defigns  them 
a  not  as  prefents  to  enrich  his  friend,  but  as  baits 
a  to  take  him.  ”  Charity  therefore  I  fay  is  not 
pra&ifed  in  fuch  cafes,  but  only  pretended  to  and 
abufed. 

I  f  here  you  fhould  fay,  how  is  the  cafe  alter’d, 
when  we  do  good  in  hope  of  God’s  favour?  Is  it 
any  more  confiftent  with  charity,  to  do  good  for 
the  fake  of  a  greater  than  of  a  lefler  recompenfe  ? 
Doth  not  the  love  of  ourfelves  influence  us  as  much 
in  one  cafe  as  the  other  ?  And  is  there  any  other 
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way  of  offending  againft  charity  in  a£ts  of  benefi¬ 
cence,  but  by  having  a  mercenary  regard  to  ourfelves, 
and  not  doing  them  for  the  fake  and  benefit  of  them 
that  receive  them? 

T  o  this  we  muft  reply,  by  confefling,  that  they 
that  do  good  in  hope  or  profpefl:  of  God’s  fa¬ 
vour,  have  certainly  a  regard,  and  a  very  great  one 
too,  at  the  fame  time  to  themfelves  ;  and  yet  it  can’t 
be  call’d  a  mercenary  one,  nor  does  it  trefpafs  in 
the  lead  upon  the  charity  they  pretend  to,  becaufe 
they  know  it  is  a  neceffary  condition  of  obtaining 
that  reward  to  be  truly  charitable,  i.  e.  wholly  difin- 
terefted  with  refpeCt  to  all  expectations  from  men, 
for  the  good  which  they  do  unto  them  :  fo  that  it  is 
not  the  having  of  a  regard  to  ourfelves,  Amply  con- 
fider’d,  in  the  doing  of  our  good  deeds,  that  makes 
them  mercenary,  but  it  is  the  having  fuch  regards 
as  are  not  founded  upon  the  neceflity  of  our  being 
truly  charitable,  but  are  indeed  ferved  by  a  meer 
pretence  to  it,  which  is  the  cafe  of  all  regards  what¬ 
soever,  that  are  not  regulated  with  a  view  to  the 
favour  of  God. 

'idly,,  The  hope  of  a  reward  from  God  is  the 
only  fufjicient  motive  to  good  works. 

Whatever  elfe  we  propole  by  them,  may  pof- 
fibly,  nay  very  probably  will  dilappoint  us.  If  we 
aim  at  a  requital  from  the  perlons  obliged,  they 
may  never  be  in  a  condition  to  make  one,  or  if  they 
fhould,  they  may  prove  ungrateful.  If  we  do  them 
out  of  vain  glory,  and  for  oftentation  fake,  the 
world  will  be  apt,  how  artful  foever  we  may  be,  to 
And  out  the  balenefs  of  our  motive,  and  defeat  us  of 
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our  praife.  But  if  it  fhould  not  be  found  out,  yet 
good  defigns  we  know  are  not  always  well  interpre¬ 
ted  by  men  ;  envy  and  emulation  do  often  find  out 
ways  to  flurr  and  depredate  even  them.  And  thus 
it  is,  with  refpe£t  to  every  other  motive  we  can  pof- 
fibly  aft  upon,  excepting  the  love  and  Favour  of 
God.  Whet  *eas  he  that  aims  at  this  only,  hath  no 
chance  to  mifcarry,  unlefs  he  draws  back  and  repents ; 
for  God  is  not  unrighteous ,  that  he  Jhould  forget 
our  works  y  and  labour  that  proceedeth  of  love if  we 
ourfelves  be  not  weary  and  faint  in  our  Minds .  This 
therefore  muft  be  the  only  fufficient  motive  to  good 
Works,  as  it  is  the  only  one  of  which  we  can’t  be 
difappointed. 

But  fuppofing  other  motives  were  ever  fo  fure 
to  be  obtain’d  by  us,  yet  they  would  deprive  us  of 
a  greater  fatisfaflion  than  they  bring  us. 

Our  Saviour  tells  us,  ’tis  more  bleffed  to  give  than 
to  receive.  And  this  faying  of  his  is  moft  certainly 
true,  whether  we  underftand,  by  receiving  here  a 
bounty,  or  a  debt.  If  the  former,  the  fenfe  of  it  will 
be,  it  is  more  eligible  to  oblige,  than  to  be  obliged  ; 
which  no  body,  I  think,  will  difpute.  If  the  latter, 
the  fenfe  is,  it  is  more  eligible  to  oblige,  than  even 
to  be  requited  ;  which  will  appear,  I  think,  upon  a 
little  confideration,  to  be  as  true  as  the  other.  For 
while  we  are  charitably  obliging  mankind,  and  be- 
flowing  favours  on  them,  purely  becaufe  we  find 
they  are  wanted  by  them,  and  are  helpful  to  them, 
our  fouls  are  feafted,  as  it  were,  with  the  repaft  of 
angels;  for  the  happinefs  of  thofe  pure  and  benevo¬ 
lent  fpirits  con fifls,  in  a  good  meafure,  of  the  joys 
that  flow  from  a  fenfe  of  the  good  offices  they  do 


us,  without  all  merit  on. our  part,. or  the  leaft  hope  of 
a  requital  from  us.  Nay,  ’twould  not  be  prefuming 
too  much  to  fay,  that  hereby  we  partake  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  the  complacency  and  fatisfa&ion  which  the 
Godhead  itfelf  hath  in  communicating  its  goodnefs  to 
all  its  creatures ;  but  this  delight,  heavenly  and  angeli¬ 
cal  as  it  is,  is  at  an  end,  when  once  the  perfons  we  have 
obliged,  have  requited  us.  And  what  is  it  that  takes 
up  its  room  ?  but  only  the  fatisfaftion,  fuch  as  it  is,  of 
having  thofe  benefits  replac’d  in  our  poffeffion,  which 
we  had  parted  with  before,  for  no  other  reafon,  but  be- 
caufe  we  thought  it  more  eligible  fo  to  do,  than  to  re¬ 
tain  them.  Indeed,  there  is  no  fatisfa&ion  in  this  cafe 
at  all  ;  but  where,  by  the  courfe  of  God’s  providence, 
the  returns  of  our  kindnefs  are  become  needful  and  con¬ 
venient  for  us ;  which  is  a  fatisfa&ion  that  no  man  fure- 
]y,  who  is  in  his  right  mind,  would  covet  ;  becaufe  of 
the  indigence  to  which  it  owes  itfelf.  Doubtlefs  it  is  a 
forry  exchange  for  the  pleafures  of  a  pure  and  difinte- 
refted  bounty. 

But  befides,  ’tis  worthy  our  notice,  that  by  our  be¬ 
nefactions  we  gain  a  kind  of  fuperiority  over  all  that  re¬ 
ceive  them  :  for  let  a  man  be  never  fo  much  above  us 
in  condition,  quality  and  the  like;  yet  if  we  confer  a 
benefit  upon  him,  we  are  in  that  relpefl:  his  fuperior  ; 
and  on  that  account  entitled,  in  fome  meafure,  to  his 
homage  and  fervice.  And  this  is  an  advantage  which 
we  are  all  of  us  naturally  fond  of,  and  defirous  to  main¬ 
tain  :  but  when  once  our  kindnefles  are  repay’d,  there 
is  an  end  of  all  the  pleafure  this  advantage  gave  us,  and 
we  are  immediately  on  the  level  with  thofe  on  whom 
we  fo  pleafingly  look’d  as  our  inferiors  before.^  So  that 
there  muft  be  as  much  more  fatisfaflion  in  doing  good 
without  a  requital,  than  there  is  in  receiving  one,  as 
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we  are  more  ambitious  in  any  refpe£i  to  excel,  than  to 
be  upon  an  equality  with  one  another.  Add  to  this, 
that  no  requital  from  the  hand  of  man  can  be  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  a  good  aftion  perform’d  upon  a  generous  and 
truly  chriftian  principle  >  for  the  merit  of  that  is  to  be 
eftimated  by  the  piety  of  his  fpirit  that  doth  it,  which 
is  a  thing  of  too  noble  a  nature  to  be  compenfated 
for  by  any  return  that  man  can  make.  Gratitude  itfelf, 
in  its  beft  meafures,  falls  fhort  here,  becaufe  this  hath 
an  obligation  already  receiv’d  for  its  foundation,  which 
the  other  hath  not.  So  that  the  better  our  good  deeds 
are,  the  more  heroic  and  difinterefted  in  their  principles, 
the  lefs  poflible  would  it  be  for  us  to  be  requited  for 
them  in  this  way.. 

But  that  which  fhews  the  infufficiency  of  all  world— 
ly  motives  to  good  works  principally  is,  that  if  thefe 
were  to  take  place,  and  men  were*  to  aQ:  upon  no  - 
other,  the  moft  pitiable  cafes  would  certainly  be  over¬ 
look’d  and  neglected  by  us;  and  they,  that  hand  in 
the  greateft  need  of  our  help,  would  always  be  the 
fartheft  from  it.  For,  on  fuch  a  foot  as  this,  men 
would  not  only  be  apt,  but  it  would  really  be  their 
wifeft  way,  to  Angle  out  the  moft  potent,  wealthy, 
and  flourifhing  in  their  circumftances  to  bellow  their 
favours  on  ;  becaufe  on  them  they  might  ground  the 
jufteft  hopes  of  a  requital.  They  might,  indeed,  very 
pollibly  be  miftaken  in  this,  becaule  they  that  are 
moft  able,  are  not  always  moft  willing  to  pay  their 
debts  of  gratitude  :  but  Hill  they  might  reasonably 
think,  that  where  power  and  ability  is,  there  the  foil 
is  more  promifing,  than  where  nothing  but  indigence 
and  mifery  appears,,  and  there  therefore  they  would! 
be  inclin’d  to  fow  the,  feeds  of  their  mercenary 
bounty, . 
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By  this  you  fee  how  wifely  as  well  as  mercifully 
God  calls  us  off  from  the  mean  and  fordid,  the  weak 
and  beggarly  motives  with  which  the  world  invites 
us  to  charity :  motives  that  are  fo  far  from  anfwer- 
ing  the  real  purpofes  of  it,  viz.  engaging  us  to  give 
relief  where  relief  is  needful,  which  is  the  end  and 
bulinefs  of  charity,  that  the  natural  and  proper  effe£t 
of  them  is  rather  to  encreafe  the  forrows  of  the  afflic¬ 
ted  by  an  uncompaflionate  preference  of  thofe  to  our 
favour,  who  are  already  at  eafe  :  you  fee,  I  fay,  how 
wifely  as  well  as  mercifully  God  calls  us  off  from 
thefe,  to  a  motive  of  another  kind  and  more  gene¬ 
rous  influence,  even  the  hope  of  his  favour,  and  that 
principally  in  heaven  ;  by  which  charity  is  purely  and 
fufficiently  enforc’d,  and  the  poor  and  miierable  are 
made  its  principal  objefts. 

Sufficiently  enforc’d,  I  fay,  for  while  we  have 
heaven  in  our  view,  we  need  not  be  anxious  about 
any  other  recompenfe ;  there  being  happinefs  enough, 
and  more  than  enough  to  make  us  amends  for  our 
good  deeds,  how  charitably  foever  we  have  done  them, 
or  how  unthankfully  foever  they  have  been  receiv’d. 
For  indeed,  what  is  there  in  them,  even  the  beft  of 
them,  that  they  fhould  be  recompenfed  with  fuch  an 
exceeding  great  reward,  were  not  the  mercies  of  God 
much  greater  than  our  deferts  ?  We  feed  the  hungry, 
cloath  the  naked,  comfort  the  fick,  ranfom  the  captive, 
and  the  like,  i .  e .  we  contribute  the  little  that  is  in  our 
power  to  prevent  or  to  relieve  the  tranjient  and  bo - 
dily  miferies  of  our  brethren ;  and  for  this  we  ourfelves 
are  made  compleatly  happy  both  in  body  and  foul  to  all 
eternity. 

We 
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We  do  thefe  charitable  offices  too  without  any  real 
hardfhip  to  ourfelves  :  I  mean,  after  our  our  own  ne- 
ceffities  are  ferved,  and  out  of  the  goods  which  God 
himfelf  hath  given  us  for  that  very  purpofe  ;  and 
for  thefe  fervices,  mean  as  they  are,  we  reap  the  fruits 
of  that  almighty  love,  when  God  fpared  not  his  only 
Son,  but  fent  him  into  this  miferable  world  in  the 
likenefs  of  finful  man  to  fuffer  death  upon  the  crofs 
for  our  redemption. 

We  take  pains  to  inftru£t  the  ignorant,  to  reclaim 
the  vicious,  and  to  let  forward,  by  all  the  methods 
that  are  in  our  power,  the  falvation  of  all  men;  and 
for  our  fuccefles  this  way,  how  little  foever,  nay  for 
our  very  intentions,  we  partake  in  a  diftinguifhing 
manner  of  the  glories  purchafed  by  the  infinitely 
greater  labours  of  our  Lord. 

We  extend  our  good  offices  of  both  kinds  to  the 
thanklefs  and  unworthy,  to  ftrangers  and  enemies, 
doing  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  and  praying  for 
them  that  defpitefully  ufe  us  and  perfecute  us.  Which 
we  reckon  an  high  pitch  of  charity  and  goodnefs ; 
and  fo  in  truth  it  is :  fo  high,  that  ’tis  to  be 
feared  we  rarely  attain  unto  it.  But  yet,  whenever 
we  do,  we  have  no  reafon  to  complain  for  want 
of  a  full  recompenfe  ;  for  in  return  hereof  we  are 
reconciled  unto  God,  and  taken  into  the  embraces 
of  his  unfpeakable  mercy  :  we  who  by  reafon  of  fin 
were  become  the  greateft  ftrangers  and  moft  inve¬ 
terate  enemies  to  him, .  and  confequently  more  un¬ 
worthy  of  his  favour  than  we  can  poilibly  be  of 
one  another’s:  fo  much  more  unworthy,  as  his  fa- 

C  vour 
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vour  is  preferable  to  ours,  dr  fin  a  greater  provoca¬ 
tion  to  him,  than  any  mifdemeanor  can  be  to  us. 

Thus  gracioufly  hath  God  provided  for  the  relief 
even  of  the  moft  indigent  and  miferable,  by  taking 
the  repayment  of  the  mercies,  which  we  fhew  them,, 
upon  himfelf ;  and  thus  hath  he  removed  the  dan¬ 
ger,  they  would  otherwife  have  been  in,  of  perifhing 
unregarded  ;  fo  that  we  have  no  need  to  diftruft  our 
reward  in  the  moft  unpromifing  cafes,  nor  ever  to 
ftint  our  bounty  for  fear  we  fhould  go  beyond  our 
recompenfe  nay  the  moft  unpromifing  have  the  fureft. 
title  to  a  reward,  and  the  more  we  difperfe,  the  more; 
we  fhall  gather..  '  ■  " 

Give  me  leave  now  to  apply,  what  hath  been  hi¬ 
therto  advanced,  to  the  encouragement  of  thofe  lau¬ 
dable  charities,  for  which  this  city  hath  been  fo  long 
and  fo  juftly  renown’d. 

You  are  not  invited,  you  fee,  to  thefe  or  any  o- 
ther  good  works  for  no  ends,  nor  yet  for  any  mean 
or  deceitful  ones,  either  of  which,  to  men  of  your 
wifdom  and  penetration,  would  have  been  loft  labour  ; . 
but  for  ends  worthy  of  God  to  propofe,  and  of  your- 
utmoft  zeal  to  obtain. 

By  your  methods  of  life,  and  frequent  dealings 
with  mankind,  you  well  know  how  naturally  every 
man  purfues  his  own  happinefs  ;  and  the  great  expe¬ 
rience  you  have  had  of  worldly  things  muft  have  con¬ 
vinc’d  you,  that  what  we  fo  naturally  and  fo  univer- 
fally  purfue,  is  neverthelefs  not  to  be  found  in  them : 
either  in  their  greateft  affluence,  or  their  choiceft  al¬ 
lotments  ;  doubtlefs  you  muft  be  more  effectually  con¬ 
vinc’d 
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vinc’d  of  this,  than  others,  who  have  had  but  little 
experience  of  the  world,  and  for  that  reafon  are  ftill 
apt  to  imagine,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  fatif- 
faction  in  the  acquifitions  of  it,  than  they,  that  polTefs 
them,  find.  Tour  minds  therefore,  we  hope,  are  in  a 
good  meafure  prepared  already  for  the  exhortation  we 
muft  now  give  you,  viz.  that  you  would  place  your 
happinefs  in  the  favour  of  God,  and  let  his  heavenly  re¬ 
ward  be  the  principal  aim  of  all  your  labours  :  that 
in  order  thereto  you  would  exercife  yourlelves  in  good 
works,  and  think  thofe  fruits  of  your  induftry,  which 
you  can  fpare,  after  your  own  reafonable  occafions 
have  been  confider’d,  never  better,  never  fo  well  be¬ 
llow’d,  as  when  the  poor  and  needy  are  refrefhed  and 
benefited  by  them.  For  this  our  Saviour  tells  us  is  the 
way  to  that  reward;  this  is  laying  up  for  yourfelves  trea¬ 
sures  in  heaven,  where  neither  ruji  nor  moth  doth  corrupt ^ 
nor  thieves  break  thro ’  and  Jieal .  This  is  accumulating 
riches  which  have  no  anxiety  rnixt  with  their  enjoy¬ 
ment,  and  of  which  no  accident  can  deprive  you. 
Whereas  you  cannot  but  know,  and  many  of  you,  no 
doubt,  have  in  your  time  feverely  felt  it,  that  the  trea¬ 
sures  which  we  are  fo  felicitous  to  lay  up  for  ourfelves 
on  earth,  have,  with  all  their  other  mortifying  imper¬ 
fections,  a  great  uncertainty  in  their  tenure. 

Possess’d  then,  I  fay,  with  Such  a  fenfe  of  things^ 
as  we  have  reafon  to  prefume  you  are,  there  can  be 
no  need  to  fpend  your  time  in  a  general  exhortation 
to  charity  and  good  works  ;  methinks  you  rather  with 
me  to  fpeak  my  fenfe  of  thofe  particular  kinds  of  them, 
which  the  wifdom  and  piety  of  your  anceftors  have 
fo  laudably  begun,  and  recommended  to  your  fupport 
and  further  encouragement.  I  muft  crave  your  atten¬ 
tion  therefore  while  the  report  of  them  is  read. 

G  -2 
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Here  the  Report  was  read . 

You  have  heard  by  this  Report,  a  melancholick  ac¬ 
count  of  the  prefent  Hate  and  condition  of  mankind  : 
to  what  variety  of  miferies  many  of  them  are.  actually 
expofed,  and  all  of  us  equally  liable.  Some,  are  bereft 
of  their  parents,  and  with  them  of  all  fupport,  in  their 
infancy;  and  left,  as  we  fay,  to  the  wide  world,  even 
before  they  are  able  to  exprefs  their  wants,  or  to  ask 
affiftance.  Some  are  thrown  upon  the  compaffion  of 
their  fellow-creatures  by  ficknefs,  or  other  accidents 
unfortunately  met  with,  in  working  for  their  bread 
perhaps,  or  it  may  be  in  ferving  their  country.  Others, 
are  leized  with  lunacy  and  madnefs ;  and  fo  made  in¬ 
capable  either  of  caring,  for  themfelves,  or  fo  much  as 
thanking  thofe  that  care  for  them.  And  another  fort 
there  is  who  want  indeed  neither  health,  nor  ftrength, 
nor  underftanding ;  and  yet  are  more  unhappy  in  the 
polTeffion  of  theie  endowments,  than  even  the  afore- 
mention’d  wretches  are  without  them  :  fuch  I  mean  as 
are  enflaved  by  vicious  habits  and  cuftoms;  and  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  are  not  content  to  be  only  idle  and 
burthenfom  to  their  neighbours,  but  mifchievo.us  alfc 
whenever  they  have  opportunity. 

But-  this  account,  melancholick  as  it  is,  hath  how¬ 
ever  fome  mixture  of  comfort  in  it.  For  if  we  are  cxr 
pofed  to  thefe  evils,  we  are  not,  you  fee,  thanks  be  to 
God,  wholly  deftitute  in  this  city,  of  proper  remedies 
for  them.  Thefe,  indeed,  are  not,. as  yet,  equal  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  feveral  cafes,  and  that  is  the  reafon  of 
thefe  folemn  and  anniverfary  meetings,  when  the 
preacher  is  to  perfuade  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  and 
for  the  fake  of  his  Son  jet  us  Chrift,  who  dy’d  for  our 
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fins,  and  as  at  this  time  was  raifed  again  for  our  jufti- 
fication,  to  fill  up  the  meafures  of  your  anceftors  piety 
by  freffi  contributions,  as  the  neceflities  of  your  feve- 
ral  Hofpitals  require. 

You  have  the  Report  in  your  hands,  and  by  that  yoir 
will  fee  where  your  help  is  moft  wanted  ;  and  where* 
ever  it  is  moft  wanted,  there  let  it  in  God’s  name,  and 
without  any  partial  refpeds  be  apply’d.  For  in  truth, 
the  defign  of  every  one  of  thefe  foundations  is  fo  good^ 
and  they  are  all  of  them,  I  verily  believe,  fo  honour¬ 
ably  and  religioufly  govern’d  and  managed,  that  I 
know  not  how  to  give  the  preference  to  one  more 
than  to  another. 

If  you  pitch  upon  Chrijl’s  Hojpital ;  there  you 
will  a the  part  of  a  father  to  the  fatherlefs.  There 
you  will  prefent  little,  poor,  harmlefs  and  helplefs  in¬ 
fants  to  the  embraces  of  Chrift,  who  hath  in  fo  re¬ 
markable  a  manner  declar’d  himfelf  to  be  well-pleafed 
with  them.  There  they  will  be  nurfed  as  it  were  in 
his  own  immediate  family  :  in  a  houfe,  I  mean,  that 
not  unfitly  bears  his  Name.  There  they  will  be  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  faith,  and  inftruded  how  to  honour  and 
ferve  him.  There  they  will  be  fitted  alfo  for  feveral 
employments  ufeful  to  the  world,  particularly  for  that 
on  which  the  trade  and  wealth  of  our  own  country  fo 
vifibly  depends :  navigation. 

If  you  incline  to  think,  that  St.  Bartholomew* s,  or 
3t.  Thomas’ s  Hofpital  wants  your  encouragement  moft ; , 
there  you  will  ad  the  part  of  the  good  Samaritan^ , 
whofe  praife  is  in  the  Gofpel,  pouring  wine  and  oil  into 
the  wounds  of  the  unfortunate,  binding  up  the  fores  of 
the  lazar,  making  the  bed  of  the  fick,  and  miniftring  to  , 
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them  all  under  their  various  wants  and  complaints :  and 
who,  that  hath  a  heart  of  flefh,  and  not  of  (tone,  can 
go  to  thofe  forrowful  places,  and  view  the  many 
objeCfs  that  there  prefent  themfelves  for  relief,  un¬ 
der  aimed  all  the  conceivable  forms  of  mifety  and 
pain,  without  putting  on  bowels  of  mercy  and  com- 
paffion  for  them  ? 

If  you  are  of  that  opinion  touching  either  of  the 
two  houfes  for  work,  or  correction  ;  here  alfo  children 
are  religioufly  and  virtuoufly  brought  up  and  bred  to 
lioneft  arts  and  trades.  Here  indigent  and  miferable 
people,  and  fuch  as  are  in  great  didrefs  have  cloathing 
and  fuch  other  relief  as  their  neceffities  require.  And 
here  too,  which  is  no  lefs  charity  than  the  other,  the 
durdy  vagrant  and  idle  beggar  have  correction  duly  and 
feafonably  difpens’d  to  them,  whereby  they  are  admo- 
nifhed,  not  only  properly,  but  fometimes,  ’tisto  be  hop’d, 
effedtually  too,  to  amend  their  manners ;  for  the  rod  and 
reproof,  faith  the  wife  man,  give  wifdom :  wifdom  of  the 
bed  fort,  it  may  be,  a  fenfe  of  religion  ;  or  at  lead  a 
worldly  wifdom,  a  more  cautious  behaviour  outwardly, 
not  to  offend  any  more  againd  thofe  wholefom  laws  they 
-have  felt  the  fmart  of  :  and  who,  that  willies  well  ei¬ 
ther  to  our  religion  or  our  government  ?  Who,  that 
defires  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  great  city,  and  the 
fecurity  of  all  its  honed  and  indudrious  inhabitants, 
could  be  content  to  fee  us  want  fuch  redraints  as  thefe 
places  are  to  idle,  lewd,  pilfering,  diforderly  and  mifchie- 
vous  perfons  of  all  forts  •? 

$ 

If  you  adjudge  your  charity  to  the  Hofpital  for  keep¬ 
ing  and  curing  lunatick  and  didraCted  perfons ;  here  it 
mud  be  faid  too,  that  it  is  mod  commendably  employ’d. 
For  furely,  more  deplorable  objeCts  than  thefe  are  no 
2  where 
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where  to  be  met  with.  A  man  bereft  of  his  undemand¬ 
ing,  ftill  retaining  the  form  and  figure  of  a  man,  is  a 
very  (hocking  fight.  When  one  views  him  in  the  heft 
light,  as  doing  only  frantick  and  lportive,  filly  and  un¬ 
accountable  things,  one  cannot  help,  out  of  concern  for 
the  honour  of  our  common  nature,  to  wifh  him  refto- 
red  ;  but  when  one  obferves  him  to  be,  as  he  often  is, 
and  as  the  lunaticks  in  the  Gofpel,  on  whom  our  Savi¬ 
our  had  fuch  compaffion,  are  reprefented,  fore  vexed ) 
tearing  himfelf,  wallowing,  foaming,  gnajhing  with  his 
teeth,  and  fining  away,  falling  oft  into  the  water,  and 
oft  into  the  fine  $  infenfible  of  all  harm  to  himfelf,  nor 
regarding  how  much  he  doth  to  others,  nay,  refolutely 
bent,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  to  defiroy  both  himfelf  and 
all  that  come  near  him,  not  diftinguifhing  friend  from 
foe,  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  or  the  children  of  his  body: 
when  one  obferves  him,  I  fay,  under  fuch  wretched  dis¬ 
orders  as  thefe,  what  would  not  even  a  ftranger  to  him< 
do,  to  fet  him  free  and  recover  him?  And  "tis  not  to  be 
eftimated  what  a  dear  friend  or  relation  to  him  would 
do,  or  give  to  bring  him  to  his  right  mind,  to  be  eafed 
of  the  pain  which  he  himfelf  feels  from  his  agonies,  and 
releafed  from  the  fears  which  they  ever  and  anon  put  him 
into.  What  a  pity  then  would  it  have  been,  if,  in  this-, 
place  of  wealth,  which  is  fo  often  the  caufe  of  this  dis¬ 
temper,  thro"  the  anxious  cares,  perplexities,  and  difap- 
pointments  that  attend  it,  there  had  not  been  a  provifion 
made  for  the  cure  of  fuch  perfons  as  (all  into  it !  nay,  X 
may  fay  (and  with  true  concern  X  (peak  it)  what  a  pity 
is  it,  that  this  provifion  is  yet  fo  fcanty,  that  the  gover- 
nours  of  it  are  forc’d  to  turn  out  their  incurables,  and 
expofe  them  again  to  the  world  ;  and,  which  X  take  to* 
be  ftill  worfe,  the. world  again  to. them! , 
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This  cafe  indeed  is  begun  to  be  confiderM  ;  and  it  is 
fo  compaflionate  an  one,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  necef- 
fary  to  the  making  this  Hofpital  a  thorough  relief  to 
the  unhappy  perfons  it  was  defign’d  for,  that  I  will  not 
fufler  my  felf  to  doubt,  but  that  in  time  it  will  be  con¬ 
fide  r’d  effectually. 

And  now,  my  Brethren,  I  have  no  intention  longer 
to  detain  you,  than  while  I  advife  you  to  confider  well 
of  the  excellencies  of  thefe  feveral  charities  which  we 
have  fet  before  you,  and  to  refolve  with  yourfelves,  be¬ 
fore  you  go  hence,  while  the  favourable  impreflion  of 
them,  if  any  fuch  hath  been  made,  is  warm  upon  your 
minds,  to  do  your  beft  to  fupport,  encourage  and  im¬ 
prove  them  ;  fo  may  ye  juftly  hope  that  the  bleffing  of 
God  will  defcend  upon  you  both  in  your  publick  and 
private  capacities  :  fo  may  ye  follow  your  feveral  occu¬ 
pations  and  employments  with  a  reafonable  affurance, 
that  whatfoever  ye  undertake  fhall  profper  in  your  hand : 
and  fo  fhall  all  events,  even  the  affliftions  of  mankind, 
minifter  to  the  encreafe  of  your  everlafting  happinefs. 

Now  to  God  the  Father  ^  Son  and  Holy  GhoJij  be 
afcribed  all  Honour j  and  Glory >  Fowerj  and 
\ 'Dominion  for  ever  and  ever .  Amen. 
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